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The Three Decker
Berkswich Parish Magazine
www.berkswich.org.uk

JUNE

A Letter from Bob Gilson

it’s probably true to say that everyone’s life is
full of “firsts”. There was the first time that you
walked, spoke a sensible word, went to school
and so on. As you got older it was first crush, first
time living away perhaps, first real relationship
and much else.

Life is full of such things, making special
memories that we will cherish or certainly
remember. Can you recall the first time you came
to know Christ? What was your first prayer?
When was your first communion?

so how will you look back on what we are
facing now? it is a first for myself and Christine
to go into self-isolation, as it has been for so
many others. it has been a wonderful first to join
with so many others in this parish for a variety of
services and other events. We have had people
going to the shops for us, something that has
never happened before. There are people
standing on their doorsteps applauding the
workers of the Nhs. Again, something unheard
of before this crisis.

it is strange to go out for exercise and
deliberately seek to avoid human physical
contact. it is not who we are. We are sociable,
gregarious people in the main, so to do
something so alien is a definite novel experience.

There have been so many “firsts” that are
happening during this crisis that defy our
understanding and belief. i can only hope, like so
many others, that we soon see an end to the crisis.
however, there are some things that i want to
remain. We have been Face-booked, skyped,
Whats Apped, Alexad and phoned by friends,
family and especially grandchildren from Day 1
of lockdown, and it has been a wonderful first.
please keep it up. Finally a memorable first has
been the appreciation of frontline workers,
neighbours and all those who have been there for
us. 
   so many, many thanks to you all. Amen 

Bob

PARISH OFFICE: For Baptisms, Marriages and other enquiries, please telephone the parish office on
01785 253111 (Weekdays 10 am to 12 pm except Bank holidays) or email: parishoffice@berkswich.org.uk

Berkswich parish Website: www.berkswich.org.uk
Please note that the Parish Office is closed at the present time.
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JUNE SERVICES DURING LOCKDOWN
SUNDAY SERVICES

Sunday  June 7th -Trinity Sunday.
10.30 - online Eucharist
18.30 – online Contemporary Language Evening prayer with Candlelit vigil

Sunday  June 14th – 1st Sunday after Trinity.
10.30 - online Eucharist
18.30 – online Traditional Language Evening prayer with Candlelit vigil

Sunday June 21st – 2nd Sunday after Trinity
10.30 - online Eucharist
18.30 – online Contemporary Language Evening prayer with Candlelit vigil

Sunday June 28th – 3rd Sunday after Trinity
10.30 - online Eucharist
18.30 – online Traditional Language Evening prayer with Candlelit vigil

Sunday July 5th – 4th Sunday after Trinity
10.30 - online Eucharist
18.30 – online Contemporary Language Evening prayer with Candlelit vigil

SPECIAL SERVICES
Monday  June 1st – Visit of Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth

20.00 - online Eucharist
Thursday June 11th  Corpus Christi

20.10 - online Eucharist
Friday June 12th – St. Barnabas  transferred from June 11th

20.00 - online Eucharist
Wednesday June 24th – Birth of John the Baptist

20.00 - online Eucharist
Monday June 29th  - St. Peter.

20.00 - online Eucharist
Friday July 3rd – St. Thomas

20.00 - online Eucharist

Parish Contacts
Fr. Graham Adamson – Vicar. Graham.adamson@berkswich.org.uk

The Rev’d Joy Bishop – Associate priest - joy.bishop@berkswich.org.uk
The Rev’d David Clark – Curate – David.clark@berkswich.org.uk

patrick park – Warden – wardenpatrick@berkswich.org.uk
Christine Gilson -Warden - wardenchristine@berkswich.org.uk

pauline Aston – parish office Co-ordinator – finance@berkswich.org.uk
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UNPRECEDENTED TIMES
These are unprecedented times, but God is still

our refuge and strength.    We here at the Three
Decker believe that God speaks to us through
psalm 46…

Psalm 46
1 God is our refuge  and strength, an ever-

present help in trouble.
2 Therefore we will not fear,  though the earth

give way and the mountains fall into the heart
of the sea,

3 though its waters roar  and foam and the
mountains quake with their surging.c

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the
city of God, the holy place where the Most
high dwells.

5 God is within her,  she will not fall; God will
help her at break of day.

6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his
voice, the earth melts.

7 The  Lord  Almighty  is with us;  the God of
Jacob is our fortress.
God bless you and keep you and your loved

ones safe at this difficult time.
Margaret Johnson  and the 
Parish Three Decker Team

THE WORLD AROUND US
TREMBLES WITH
UNCERTAINTY

We don’t know when or even if things will get
back to ‘normal’. our experience of the things
we value most in life – friendship, touch, and
community – has changed beyond all
recognition.

As people around us wrestle with this crisis in
their own ways, we are called to remember God
is with us – ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’

(Colossians 1:27, NIV
)

Jesus knows our sorrows and is familiar with
grief and loss. The same Jesus who wept at
Lazarus’ tomb came to the terrified disciples and
said, Take courage! it is i. Don’t be afraid.

(Matthew 14:27, NIV)

The same Jesus who touched the untouchables
rose victorious over death. our hope lives.

Whatever trials we each face, our God is with
us. May you know the depth of his love, the
wideness of his mercy and the protection of his
peace.

Brf.org.uk
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in May the Government changed its messaging
on Coronavirus from ‘stay at home’ to ‘stay
alert’. This new slogan has received mixed
reviews. some think it is a bracing call to
common sense and personal responsibility;
others that it is just vague and confusing.
Needless to say, Twitter had strong views on the
matter. i make no judgement here on all that, but
i do want to commend the practice of being alert.
Throughout the scriptures, God’s people are
called to stay alert – not in an exhausting and
fearful state of high anxiety but in a posture of
prayerful attentiveness to God. 

Jesus warns his disciples to be “be alert at all
times” to the coming judgement of God. st paul
writes to the Corinthian church and says, “Keep
alert, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, be
strong. Let all that you do be done in love.”
Christians are not only to be alert to potential
threats (like a virus) but also to the challenge of
faithfully living out the Gospel in the world.

so how might we need to be alert in these times
of pandemic?

As those who love God with our heart, soul,
strength and mind, we must be, above all, alert to
what God is saying to us and to the Church and
to the world. 

Many of us have found ourselves re-evaluating
our lives in recent days. some of us have had our
faith in God tested; others have found that we
have had more time to reflect on matters of the
spirit. What has God been saying to you in, and
through, the challenges of this present time?
perhaps, we will want to live differently as a
result of this crisis because we have learnt afresh
that our sure hope lies not in our possessions or
our job or our health but in the God who is with
us even to the end of the age. perhaps we have
rediscovered, in new ways, the value of the God-
given gifts of family, friends and community? is
this a “teachable moment” and am i alert to what
God wants to say to me?

And as those who are commanded to love our
neighbours as ourselves, are we alert to the ways
in which this crisis is laying bare, in sharp ways,
the profound inequalities that scar our society? 

Nhs staff, delivery drivers, care home
workers, supermarket staff, cleaners - many of
whom are paid a pittance and whose work is
undervalued - are now revealed as essential life
savers. To our shame, we are not surprised to
learn that you are twice as likely to die of
Covid19 if you live in an area of high
deprivation. This pandemic is bad news for all of
us but it is especially so if we are poor, sick,
lonely or homeless. perhaps we were not
sufficiently alert to these things. Are we now?
Much of what once passed for ‘normal’ is now
exposed as cynical, cruel and unjust. Are we now
alert to the possibility of creating a society that
more fully anticipates the joy and hope of God’s
coming Kingdom?

“stay alert!” There is nothing vague or
confusing about the Biblical command to have
hearts that are receptive and attentive to the
movement of the spirit. God is passionately,
intimately and fully engaged with the world in
this time of change and challenge. 

so here’s the message: stay alert to God – love
your neighbour – change the world.

The Ven Matthew Parker
Archdeacon of Stoke

Stay alert to God – love your neighbour – change the world
Archdeacon Matthew’s pastoral letter for June 2020
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ARKS OF LOCKDOWN
https://www.brf.org.uk/www.brf.org.uk
FORTY DAYS, FORTY NIGHTS

We have now passed 40 days of
coronavirus lockdown. Jesus spent that time
alone in the wilderness (Matthew 4:1–2), and
it parallels the period of rainfall that Noah
endured in the ark (Genesis 7:12).

Yet for Noah and his family, it did not
suddenly end on the 41st day. Noah’s easing
out of maritime lockdown was gradual as the
waters receded. The flood actually carried on
for another 150 days: five whole months
(Genesis 7:24).

They needed not only faith and hope, but
patience. Birds were sent out, only to return
empty-beaked, until eventually one did not
return (Genesis 8:6–12). it was not until the
seventh month that the ark ‘landed’ on
Mount Ararat (Genesis 8:4), and the duration
of the Noah family’s isolation in the ark at
sea and then land was around eleven months

God made a promise
The analogy is poignant given some of the

projections we are hearing. The initial spike
of infections, hospitalisations and deaths may
have passed, but there is a still a long haul of
patience and protection ahead. God made a
new promise of a new relationship with Noah
and gave a rainbow as a sign. The rainbow is
still a symbol of thanksgiving and hope,
and many have reported seeing rainbows in
the sky  as they venture out on Thursday
evenings to applaud key workers and Nhs
staff.

Adopt the rainbow as we may, we can also
learn patience from the ark story, and from
Noah himself we gain insights into what
family life on board might have been like.
For as in any family, there are troubled
moments, as revealed in Noah’s case by the
strange story of him making wine, becoming

drunk and being embarrassed by Canaan,
whom Noah consequently curses (Genesis
9:18–28). Noah was a righteous man in the
eyes of God, but he was not perfect.

As Christians what can we do to help
others who are finding isolation difficult?

Acts of kindness are simple, cheap and
healthy. Kindness, like a smile, is free, but
hugely valuable. it might require some effort
sometimes. so be it.

prayer, alongside kindness is vital, for
prayer is action, and all action needs to be
accompanied by prayer, for then it can be
kind in a distinctively Christian way.

PRAYER
Loving Lord Jesus, 
Who calmed the storm and guided your

disciples to safe land, 
hear our prayers for those who are

suffering in the silence of isolation at this
time. 

To the needy, grant relief, to the fearful,
reassurance

And to the desperate, the hope of
release that only you can give.

Amen

PARISH SUMMER FETE 2020
Due to the Coronavirus Lockdown

Restrictions this year’s summer Fete will
not take place on 21st June as planned.
subject to possible relaxations of the
restrictions we are hoping to re-schedule
the Fete for late summer but, at this stage,
are unable to give any idea of a date. please
be assured that we shall do everything we
can to stage the Fete in whatever format is
allowed.

Bob Moore (664302)
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Any other year, unexpected freedom from end-
of-term lectures and exam timetables would
surely be cause for celebration. But this year,
many students’ terms have ended with a
tremendous anti-climax.

spare a thought
for those who,
whether they’re
sixth-formers or

prospective
grads,

will

have no summer term, no celebration party, no
opportunity to hug their friends goodbye. Many
had to leave their student houses and head home
suddenly, now figuring out how to complete their
degrees from a distance. it wasn’t meant to be
like this. And there’s nothing they can do about it,
except to sit in  disappointment. The temptation
is to run from, or deny this reality: be it watching
all of Tiger King in a weekend, or bulldozing our
emotions with ‘God’s in charge’ mantras. But the
gospel shows us and the students we know a
better way. Rather than a God who shows us how
to escape disappointment, Christians believe in a
God who shows up  in  our disappointment.

The writer of the letter to the hebrews captures
this fact, in pointing out that Jesus is not ‘unable
to feel sympathy for our weaknesses’ (4:15).
Jesus dealt with disappointment too – we see it in
his response to his townsfolk’s lack of faith, and

The School’s out too soon for the summer 
Tim Yearsley of LICC* considers the emptiness many students feel. This article comes
from https://www.licc.org.uk/resources/schools-out/, where you can find many more

articles that look at current issues from a Christian point of view.

his closest friends falling asleep when he needed
them most. 

if disappointment was an experience for Jesus,
we can be sure it will be an experience for those
who follow him. Recognising there is no quick
fix, on-demand, life-hack solution might be a
way to help the students we love to come to terms
with their disappointment.

To do so might even be the first step towards a
more profound truth: Christians do not believe
that we face disappointment alone. he
is immanuel – God with us. And as we discover
that reality, our disappointment might not only be
validated, it might be transformed.

Knowing Jesus and trusting him is a hope that
‘does not disappoint us’ (Romans 5:5). Because
in God’s story, disappointment – whether a
missed goodbye or a saviour on a cross – is only
momentary. The truth is that he’s putting this
not-as-it-should-be world back together, as his
kingdom comes, day by day. This is the hope of
the gospel. And that kind of hope is good news
for all of us, including students.

* (London Institute for Contemporary Christianity)
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Today’s Gospel introduces us to the image of
Jesus as the Good shepherd. if you read the very
next verse after our passage you do indeed hear
Jesus declaring “i am the good shepherd.  The
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep”.

Reading the passage last week brought back
words and images from sermons i have heard in
the past.   of how shepherds in palestine, and still
today across the Middle East, lead their flocks
rather than drive them.  of how the shepherd is
invested in the flock, in contrast with the hired
hand.  of a drawing in one of our children’s bible
story books of a dubious character hitching up his
long robe in order to climb over the wall of the
sheepfold.

When we note that the psalm set for the
Eucharist today begins, 
“The Lord is my shepherd; therefore can I lack

nothing.”
The ‘shepherd’ thoughts come thick and fast

don’t they?
Yet, despite these familiar images it wasn’t the

shepherd who caught my attention when i re-read
the passage.  The key for me, this time at least,
was the end of verse 4, “the sheep follow him
because they know his voice”

What does it mean to follow Jesus?

Well there’s a question.  one small part of the
answer is found in the reading from the Acts of
the Apostles.  This book, which features in our
lectionary throughout the Easter season, is a real
action-packed account of the life and growth of
the Church from its inception at pentecost up to
the final two years of the life of st paul,
imprisoned for his faith but, “proclaiming the
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord
Jesus Christ with all boldness”. 

Today we are at the start of that story. Three
thousand faithful Jews, on pilgrimage to the holy
city of Jerusalem had heard the preaching of
peter and been baptised.  They then abandoned
whatever it was that they had been doing in order
to devote themselves, “to the apostles’ teaching
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.”

What powerful and spirit-filled preaching that
must have been.

The first Christians were not in lockdown so
they could share their meal in the Temple and
continue the practice in each other’s homes.

Another response to their baptism and their
new faith was a ministry of care for those in need.
They held all things in common and those with
possessions sold them in order to help all
according to their need.  Notice that they did not
restrict their help to fellow believers or to people
like them.  No, they gave to anyone who was in
need.   This is a living out of the Kingdom values
that Jesus taught.  Do you remember Jesus’
encounter with the pious rich young man?  he
was told to sell what he owned and give to the
poor.  The young man went away shocked and
grieving but these new Christians embrace the
values of the Kingdom with alacrity. 

in our own time, and particularly at this time of
need, in the midst of the global pandemic, people
are modelling something of Acts chapter 2.  

A Homily for the Fourth Sunday of Easter  
given by the Rev’d David Clark

Acts 2: 42-end, (Psalm 23), John 10: 1-10
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here in stafford a foodbank and food delivery
service has been established and operates out of
Rising Brook Community Church.  This service
was set up with almost no notice and quickly
became a hub to which local councils refer those

who contact
them as well as

taking calls
from people
across

stafford who are
unable to go out

or who cannot
afford to buy

sufficient food.
Volunteers shop and

deliver food and other necessities. There is also
house of Bread, based in the north of the town
which provides over 100 hot meals and food
parcels daily.  These are delivered by members of
stafford Rugby Club.  You are probably aware of
similar work being done in Baswich, Wildwood
and elsewhere in the parish.  

These are current examples of people coming
together, making sacrifices for one another and
seeking to help anyone who is in need. Not just
fellow Christians or people like themselves.  No,
they, we, are doing this for anyone who is in
need.  Both the groups i have mentioned are run
by Christians but the aim is not to evangelise and
there are no preconditions attached to receiving
help.  Nevertheless, it is missional work that the
volunteers are engaged in and i have no doubt,
that just as happened in AD 33, they, we, do have
the goodwill of the people.  Furthermore, i
believe that, day by day the Lord is adding to the
number of those who were being saved.

i’ve spent some time sketching out a very
partial answer to my earlier question “What does
it mean to follow Jesus?” but the words that
caught my eye were,

“the sheep follow him because they know his
voice”

That begs the question, how do they know his

voice? And in turn that makes me ask “how do
we know his voice?”

The answer to this is crucial because it is very
easy to hear calls to action (or inaction) from a
whole range of sources; newspapers, T.V news
reports, government briefings, social media
feeds, comments overheard from two metres
away in a shopping queue, a curiously misspelt
email from an address you don’t recognise to
name but  a few.

Jesus warns his listeners about the false
prophets, those who purport to be shepherds but
who come only to steal and kill and destroy.

it seems to me that familiarity with the voice is
what leads us to know it.  Video calls
notwithstanding, when someone i know calls me
on the phone, i know who they are by their voice,
and the more familiar i am with them the more
certain i am that the person speaking to me is
genuinely who they say they are.  We become
familiar with the voice of the Good shepherd by
reading scripture; most obviously the Gospels,
but also much of the first Testament because the
God who spoke to the israelites throughout their
history is the same Trinitarian God that we also
know in Jesus.  

We also become familiar with the voice of the
Good shepherd by actively listening in prayer.  it
is easy to forget that prayer is not always about us
speaking to God.  Rather, in the words of saint
Mother Teresa “God speaks in the silence of the
heart. Listening is the beginning of prayer.”

We are called to seek the spirit of discernment
and to become familiar with the voice of the
Good shepherd who is none other than Jesus
Christ our risen saviour.  You may find that you
have more free time, unallocated time, or
earmarked time at the moment.  if that is you, use
some of it to become more familiar with the
voice of the Good shepherd by reading scripture,
(actually the Acts of the Apostles is a good place
to start), being open to listening to God in prayer
and then being ready to follow the familiar voice.   

Amen.
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V. E. Day Across the Parish
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PRAYER DIARY
A PRAYER FOR THESE TIMES
heavenly Father thank you for Your love and

for Your presence in our lives. At the moment
Lord we are experiencing difficult times but we
know that You are always there for us, holding us
firm and giving us strength to hold on to You. We
know that we can trust in Your care and find
comfort in You. Let us remember the words of
Julian of Norwich that “all will be well” and by
Your grace “we will not be overcome”.

Amen 

Frail is the vessel, and the ocean is wide; but as
in your mercy you have set our course, so steer
the vessel of our life towards the everlasting
shore of peace, and bring us at length to the quiet
haven of our heart's desire, where you, o God,
are blessed, and live and reign for ever and ever. 

Saint Augustine

A DAILY PRAYER
May the strength of God
guide me this day,
And may his power protect me.
May the wisdom of God
enlighten me,
And the ear of God hear me.
May the word of God
give gentleness to my speech
and the hand of God defend me.
And may i always
follow the way of God
Today and every day.

A PRAYER FROM ST PETER’S
CHAPEL ON THE ESSEX COAST
Eternal God,
creator and Father of us all,
we thank you
for this wonderful world:
for the ever-changing skies,
the blessed winds,
and the earth beneath our feet.
And we thank you that your son
gave up all of this life’s loveliness
in sacrifice for us.
in our turn, and in great humility,
we offer you our lives.
All that we do and all that we say
we give in joyful and willing service
to you, our Lord and heavenly king.
Amen.

A 500 YEAR OLD PRAYER THAT
IS FRESH & RELEVANT TODAY
Let nothing disturb you:
let nothing frighten you;
all things pass:
God never changes.
patience achieves
all that it strives for.
one who has God
finds they lack nothing.
God only meets all one’s needs.

St. Teresa of Avila

Jesus our risen, ascended and 
   glorified saviour,

help us to be ever more aware of 
   Your loving presence; sustaining us, 
   blessing us and willing us into a 
   deeper relationship with God the 
   Father and the holy spirit.

Amen.

��������
��������
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Editor: In response to last month’s article
about the power of poetry Ann Parkes sent me
this poem which is a favourite of her husband
Colin and which may speak to us at this time.

Invictus
out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
i thank whatever gods may be,
For my unconquerable soul.
in the fell clutch of circumstance
i have not winced nor cried aloud,
Under the bludgeons of chance
My head is bloody but unbowed.
Beyond this place of wrath and tears,
Looms but the horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years,
Finds, and shall find me, unafraid.
it matters not how strait the gate,
how charged with punishments the scroll, i am

the master of my fate:
i am the captain of my soul.

By W.E. Henley
When you read it a couple of times, it really

gets to you and I like to think it has helped me
over the years, especially the last line of the
second verse.

Anne Parkes

And the People Stayed Home
And the people stayed home. And read books,

and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made
art, and played games, and learned new ways of
being, and were still. And listened more deeply.
some meditated, some prayed, some danced.
some met their shadows. And the people began
to think differently.

And the people healed. And, in the absence of
people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless,
and heartless ways, the earth began to heal.

And when the danger passed, and the people
joined together again, they grieved their losses,
and made new choices, and dreamed new
images, and created new ways to live and heal the
earth fully, as they had been healed.

Kitty O'Meara

St Sofa’s
We worship at st sofa’s now
since Covid came to stay
We don’t dress up or do our hair
But still we come to pray!
our Vicar is a clever chap
A Zoom with his iT
And so we sit down ev’ry week
And meet up virtually!
our parish Church stands empty
With praise she does not ring;
But still her people gather round
To pray, and praise, and sing!
The virus is a nasty thing
Yet it has helped us see
The church is NoT a building
But folk like you and me!

By Nigel and Carol Beeton

Keep an eye out for the elderly
When did you last see your elderly neighbour?

seriously: are they okay?  
During this time of social distancing, it is all

too easy to assume that the elderly person you
never see is simply safe indoors. But are they?

isolation can be dangerous: it is too easy for
them to have had an accident and be unable to
call for help.

Why not arrange a system with them whereby
you agree that you will give them a quick ring
once a day, or even stand outside their house and
wave? it only takes a few seconds to make sure
they are still on their feet, and that all is well.

if you have several elderly neighbours, why not
ask a few of your local friends to help you keep
in brief touch with them each day?
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Sergeant Pilot 
TRISTRAM EDWARD LEONARD PALMER
RAF Volunteer Reserve No. 1212564

Killed in Action over Holland, 
July 3rd 1942, aged 21

sergeant palmer was the son of harold Edward
& Elizabeth palmer, of Walton.  A Bronze Medal
winner at the Royal Academy of Music, he
joined the RAF Volunteer Reserve and later
trained at RAF pershore (near Throckmorton,
Worcestershire) with No. 23 operational
Training Unit, which trained night bomber crews
using the Vickers Wellington aircraft.

All those called up for Air Force service with
the RAF, did so as members of the RAFVR under
the National service (Armed Forces) Act 1939.
By the end of 1941 more than half of Bomber
Command aircrew were members of the

RAFVR, rising to 95% by War’s end.
he subsequently joined 214 (”Federated Malay

states”) squadron RAF, which was part of the
RAF’s main bomber force from June 1940 until
January 1944 and suffered the highest percentage
of casualties in No. 3 Group (A number of
squadrons based in East Anglia, with  Group hQ
at harraton house, Exning, suffolk). This was
contributed to by the stirling bomber they were
using, which had originally been designed with a
wingspan of 112 feet, but had to be cut to 100 feet
to fit in a standard RAF hangar. This had the
effect of reducing the height at which the plane
could fly (around 16,500 feet, compared to the
Lancaster and halifax’s 24,000 feet), leaving it
more vulnerable to German anti-aircraft
defences.

on the night of 2nd/3rd July 1942, stirling Mk
1 bomber BF-313 BU-T took off from RAF
stradishall, suffolk, as part of a group of 325
bombers attacking Bremen, Germany. (photo
shows another stirling from the squadron). it was
piloted by Wing Commander Knocker, with
palmer acting as second pilot. The target was
bombed in good visibility, with 1,000 homes and
4 industrial units destroyed, killing 5 people and

VICTORY IN EUROPE 75 YEARS ON
TIME TO REMEMBER A FORGOTTEN AIRMAN FROM WALTON, WHOSE
NAME WAS OMITTED FROM THE BERKSWICH WAR MEMORIAL
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injuring 4. however, the RAF lost 13 aircraft that
night, including two stirlings, one of which was
palmer’s.

he was shot down over holland on the journey
home.  A German Junkers 88 night fighter of,
Nachtjagdgeschwader 2, based at Leeuwarden
Airfield, just to the west of the attack site and
piloted by oberfeldwebel (Flight sergeant) Karl
heinz scherling, fired two bursts of machine
gun/cannon fire into the stirling, which lit up
inside as it caught fire. it seems it then jettisoned
29 bombs (27 being incendiaries), of which only
three exploded, causing one minor injury. The
stirling appeared to try to make a forced landing,
but suddenly blew up in mid air and crashed 1-2
km from shore on the Westernieland mud flats 
at 1.50am on 3rd July 1942. Wreckage was
scattered over several kilometres and all eight
crew were killed. 

The bodies were recovered and buried with full
military honours at Westernieland General
Cemetery, De Marne, attended by the local
German commander and the Mayor.  

of Bomber Command’s 125,000 aircrew
serving during the war, 57,205 were killed (46
%),  8,403 were wounded in action (7%) and
9,838 became prisoners of war (8%) – meaning
that 60% of operational airmen were killed,
wounded or taken prisoner.[ of those who were
flying at the beginning of the war, only 10%
survived to the end. only the Nazi U-Boat fleet
suffered a higher casualty rate. it is a little known
fact that, during the Battle of Britain period 10
July and 31 october 1940, when Bomber
Command was attacking invasion barge ports
and Germany itself , 718 bomber crew members 

were killed, as against 520 of “The Few”  from
Fighter Command. Churchill also made a point
of mentioning Bomber Command's contribution
in his famous speech about ”The Few” on 20th
August 1940, but that part of the speech is
usually overlooked, 

The photos below show a piece of palmer’s
plane on the mud flats and the crew’s graves
today (palmer is third from the left).  When
recovering the bodies of the crew, the body of an
unknown airman was also found, and he is buried
with them, along with a pilot shot down in
February 1944. in addition to palmer, the
stirling’s crew were sergeant  Richard Fairhurst
(aged 19); sergeant peter Frederick inman (aged
20); Wing Commander Kenneth Duke Knocker
(aged 35); pilot officer Daniel Malofie (aged
31); Flight sergeant Robert hendry Ritchie (aged
22);sergeant John Willliam Caddick Underwood
(aged 22); and Flight sergeant Ernest George
Wilson (aged 23).

The inscription on palmer’s later
Commonwealth War Graves Commission
headstone reads ”They shall not grow old as we
that are left grow old; we will remember them”.
Yet it seems that we did not! palmer was included
in the parish List of those serving in hM Forces,
which began to be published at the same time as
his death. he was listed on it as “Missing” – so
why was he forgotten when the WW2 names
were added to Berkswich War Memorial in 1947
– long after his death in action had been
confirmed? perhaps his parents moved away
before then? Whatever the reason, he is forgotten
no longer. K. Kelly
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For enquiries please ring:
01785 594991 and ask for 
Karen Carter - Manager
Email: dorarose.manager@macccare.co.uk

V E DAY AT VILLAGE GARDENS
Village Gardens in Walton-on-the-hill

celebrated VE Day in style with an afternoon tea
party on front lawns. on a bright and sunny
afternoon residents came out to find the street
festooned in bunting with flags flying from trees
and windows. outdoor tables and chairs were
laid out on the grass and someone called out, “it
looks just like the Church Fete – but where’s Bob
with his raffle tickets?”

Copious refreshments were enjoyed by all and
glasses of bubbly were raised to salute those
heroes of the 40s whose courage and sacrifice
should never be forgotten. We were, of course,
socially distanced in our own gardens, but as the
familiar wartime music played out over Amy’s
loudspeaker we were all able to rejoice in the
warmth of friendship and community. No need to
worry about annoying the neighbours because
they were all there, from a 2month old baby to
those of riper years (some of whom can
remember the actual VE Day!)

The only sadness was that lockdown rules
made us unable to invite dear friends who were
isolated in their own homes elsewhere in the
parish. We would have welcomed the company
of those who had been in uniform themselves, or
helped with the war effort, or whose husbands
and sweethearts had served their country in those
darkest of years. What a debt of gratitude is owed
to them and what an example for us to follow as
we face the new and invisible enemy which
hangs over our world today.  We pray for

fortitude and patience to help us through our
present trials and ask that we may move forward
to a more compassionate and sustainable future.      

EJM

PRAYER SURGE 
AND CHURCH ATTENDANCE

SINCE LOCKDOWN
Recent research commissioned by Tearfund

has found that some three million new people
have turned to prayer in the UK since lockdown
began.  The online British bookstore Eden reports
a 55 per cent increase in sales of Bibles in April.
Demand for prayer resources from the 24-7
prayer organisation has been going through the
roof.  

The Tearfund survey also indicates that record
numbers have begun attending church online
since the lockdown began. Usually, about 5-7 per
cent of the nation attends a sunday service at
least once a month. But over the past couple of
months, this figure has jumped - to 24 per cent of
the British population. Almost one in four of us. 

“i've never known a time in my life when
people are more open to [God’s word] than they
are now.” says Nicky Gumbel, vicar of holy
Trinity Brompton.
Readers have you joined one of the parish’s

online services on Zoom or Facebook during
lockdown? Please see the service page in this
magazine for details. 
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Dandelions!
Many of us actually like dandelions. Their

amazingly cheerful colour always brings a smile
to our faces. The not-so-neat-and-tidy gardeners
among us can simply enjoy flowers where they
grow.

The name ‘dandelion’ apparently derives from
‘dent de lion’ – lions’ teeth, owing to the tooth-
like shape of its leaves. There are many different
varieties of dandelion, but they all have the
toothed leaves arranged in a rosette around the
single flowers, each one made up of up to two
hundred  [yes, really!] tiny florets on a smooth
stem, that when picked, releases a milky
substance known as latex. 

The golden heads, which close up at night, in
wet weather, or if picked to go in a vase, give way
to the seed-heads we all know as clocks. Who
cannot remember proclaiming the time as a child,
having blown the seeds away, counting each
breath as an hour? And who, if this happened in
the garden, remembers the reaction of a parent, or
grandparent, to the efficient dispersal of the seeds
all over the vegetable patch or flower bed!

in the past, dandelion drinks and concoctions
have been valued for their medicinal powers in
combating a variety of complaints, and the
Victorians used to cultivate them in order to fill
sandwiches with the young leaves. Fizzy drinks
manufacturers still produce a variety known as
Dandelion and Burdock, and intrepid wine-
makers can use the flowers to concoct a heady
brew. 

The roots, some say, can be dried and ground
up for use as a coffee substitute. it is those same
roots, long and strong, that our grandmothers
would water carefully, to the amusement of
onlookers, in order to pull them up completely. 

To many of us, dandelions are one of Nature’s
joys.

Toad in a Hole!   
We think of June as the month for flowers and

butterflies but spare a thought for the amphibians
which may rely on your churchyard. Wait a
minute, amphibians; frogs, toads and newts,
don’t they live in ponds?

No, they don’t, they breed in ponds, laying the
distinctive jelly-covered spawn, but actually
spend much of the year on land. Unlike reptiles,
amphibians need to keep their skin moist so you
may find them sheltering in shaded areas,
perhaps under deadwood or amongst old leaves.
The base of a stone wall is a great place to look
for amphibians and also slowworms, hunting in
longer vegetation for slugs, snails, beetles,
worms and other invertebrates.

Frogs have such a porous skin that they can
change colour depending on their surroundings.
A frog which has hibernated in an area of clay
will emerge in spring coloured quite a bright
orange.

Churchyards are brilliant for amphibians as
they contain lots of nooks and crannies for them
to shelter in and hunt for food. Walls, shaded
wooded areas, rotting leaves and also the gaps
that appear beside monuments or the cracks
within chest tombs or other larger memorials. in
addition, they are free of the burden of garden
and farmland chemicals such as slug killers,
insecticides and fertilisers that are so commonly
used elsewhere. These affect the animals via the
food they eat and also get absorbed by their
sensitive skin.

To help amphibians, try not to be too tidy!
Keep some areas of long and tussocky grassland,
pile up dead wood and loose stones into heaps. A
compost bay is a great source of food and shelter.

All the best
Harriet Carty,

Diocesan Churchyard Environmental
Advisor, harriet@cfga.org.uk 
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Polite church
“The congregation was wonderful,” said the

visiting minister after the Zoom service. “They
were so polite that they even covered their
mouths when they yawned.”

Right-click
Tech support: “i need you to right-click on the

open Desktop.”
Customer:      “OK.”
Tech support:  “Did you get a pop-up menu?”
Customer:      “No.”
Tech support:  “oK. Right-click again. Do you

see a pop-up menu?”
Customer:      “No.”
Tech support:  “oK, sir. Can you tell me what

you have done up until this
point?”

Customer:      “Sure. You told me to write
‘click’ and I wrote ‘click’.”

What it says on the sign
At a towing company:  

"We don't charge an arm and a leg. We want
your tows instead." 

On a maternity room door: 
"push. push. push." 

At an optometrist's office:  
"if you don't see what you're looking for, 

you've come to the right place." 
In a podiatrist's office: 

"Time wounds all heels." 
On a house's fence:  

"salespeople welcome! 
Dog food is expensive." 
At a car dealership: 

"The best way to get back on your feet - 
miss a car payment." 
Outside a muffler shop: 

"No appointment necessary. 
We hear you coming." 

BERKSWICH WI 
it seems to be a good while since the last report

of our group activities due to the present
situation.

We are extremely proud and grateful to those
members who have been busy making scrubs and
bags for the Nhs,  also for the members who are
busy knitting for the premature Baby Unit.

This lock down situation looks like continuing
well into the summer and so we do have to keep
ourselves busy and fit.  hopefully the weather
will continue to be good so we can get into the
gardens.

Until next time, stay safe and good luck to
everyone.

Olive Preston.

gABCDEFGHI

gABCDEFGHI
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The publication of an advertisement in this magazine
should not be regarded in any way as an endorsement of
any company, product or service. The magazine reserves
the right to omit or suspend any advertisement.
Opinions expressed in articles are those of the writer

and not necessarily shared by the Vicar, Wardens or PCC.

PAULINE PEARSALL RIP
pauline, a dear sister in Christ, a very

supportive pCC secretary and active member of
our worshipping family sadly passed away on
Friday 1st May.

her funeral took place on Monday 11th at
stafford Crematorium at 3.30pm, but due to the
lockdown the number of mourners were limited. 

As soon as is safe, we will be holding a
thanksgiving service for her. please hold David
in your prayers at this time. May she rest in
peace. And rise in glory 

Christian Aid Week (10-16 May)
Christian Aid warns of ‘tipping point’ for

world’s poor
Gordon Brown has stepped up his urgent plea

for international cooperation in the face of the
crisis: “it is in all our interests to prevent a second
or third wave starting in the poorest, least
protected countries with the most
underdeveloped health systems. so, a threat to
others is a threat to us, and we help ourselves by
helping others. protecting ourselves locally
means we need to act globally.”

Gordon Brown writes in the foreword of a new
report  –  Tipping Point: How the Covid-19
pandemic threatens to push the world’s poorest to
the brink of survival – by international
development charity Christian Aid.

Mr Brown said: “Christian Aid Week 2020 has
been focusing on the needs of those  in the
poorest countries with the least developed health
systems, often with no social protection. 

The report was published to mark Christian Aid
Week, and  focuses on four countries that
exemplify some of the world’s poorest and most
vulnerable populations: sierra Leone, south
sudan, Gaza, and the Rohingya refugees in
Bangladesh. in the  Tipping Point report, 
Christian Aid highlights the health, economic and
humanitarian ‘tipping points’ in the four country
contexts that could see millions of women,
children and men ‘plunged from crisis into
catastrophe’. it is calling for specific, urgent
measures to address these.

Mr Brown says: “As governments around the
world struggle to find their way through the
crisis, and multilateral organisations find it
difficult to forge a coordinated global response,
Christian Aid is filling a gap: its concern is for the
most marginalised people living in extreme
poverty and inequality, exacerbated by Covid-19.
in providing health care, creating jobs, defending
human rights and delivering humanitarian aid,
Christian Aid is making a difference.”
Editor: Unfortunately, volunteers across the

parish have been unable this year to deliver the
usual envelopes to support the work of Christian
Aid. If you would like to give to this organisation
which ensures that the money goes directly to the
people in need you can do so on the Christian Aid
website.

Chaseside Flower Club
Chaseside Flower Club, like other organisations,
is waiting to reopen. We are hoping for September
but no-one knows if it will even be this year. The
demonstrators who have been cancelled are
hoping to join us next year and I hope we will
celebrate with a super outing or two.
Please keep in touch with our Web page Chaseside
Flower Club. Write comments, vent your rage,
add photos. Talk about yours and other peoples’
experiences. PLEASE say if you need help or
know someone who does, and what your flower
club can do for you.
Lots of flowers about, masses of foliage. make use
of them. Let’s see your designs.
Best wishes to all. Stay safe. Keep well. 
Love to all

Anita Wright (Chairman)
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BERKSWICH
COMMUNITY HALL
Baswich Lane, Stafford

Large Hall and 
Committee Room for hire.
For more information and to check

availability visit:
www.berkswichcommunityhall.org.uk

or call: 01785 253111

WALTON VILLAGE HALL
Excellent Facilities for Parties, Dances

and Receptions, etc.and also for
Committee and Other Meetings

To book the hall, or for any questions, please
contact the booking secretary by email. 

This enables us to have a permanent record 
of your booking and your requirements.  

Contact: waltonvillagehall8@gmail.com
The Hall is now only accepting bookings 

by e-mail

Brocton Village Hall
Hall and/or Committee Room available for
Public & Private Dances, Receptions,
Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc.

H FULL FACILITIES AVAILABLEH
Bookings: Mr. R. Mudway
11 Pool Lane - Brocton

Telephone: stafford 662868 

WILDWOOD
COMMUNITY CENTRE

(close to Co-op supermarket)

POPULAR FOR CHILDREN’S PARTIES
AND OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS

AS WELL AS
A WIDE RANGE OF REGULAR
ACTIVITIES FOR ALL AGES

CAN WE HELP YOU TOO?
Telephone: Mrs. Eustace on 663270

DIRECTORY
ADULT GROUPS
Women’s Institutes–
    Berkswich: Mrs. Diane hinton 01785 620938
    Brocton: Kathryn Mann 665303
Townswomen’s Guild– Mary Burton 663340
Flower Clubs–
    Chaseside: Mrs. Anita Wright 01785 661182
Walton Music Circle– 
    Mr. M. Jones 661622
G.R.O.W.– 
    Mrs. B. sanders 664402
Berkswich History Society– 
    Bob Morton 664613
    Rachel Mason 665464
GROUPS OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Parent and Toddler Group– 
    Play Groups–
    Brocton Pre-School:

Care and Education for children aged 2 to 4 years
    Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Fridays 
    9.30 am - 12.30 pm
    Brocton Toddlers: Fun session for the under 5s with

their parent/carers 
Wednesday 10.00 am - 11.30 am

    All enquiries to Amanda Nixon 07875 193427 or email:
broctonplaygroup@tiscali.co.uk

    Wildwood:Mrs. Jackie Eustace 07816 688415
Rainbows
Brownies               }        sally Clementson 660301
Guides
Beavers
Cubs                       }    Mrs. D. smith 664155
Scouts                     
Sea Scouts             
Sea Cubs               }    Mr. J. popple 664508
Sea Beavers
Baswich Library, Lynton Avenue 663355
    Monday: 2.00 – 7.00 p.m.
    Wednesday and Friday: 9.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m.
    Thursday: 2.00 – 7.00 p.m.
    saturday: 9.00 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.
Mobile Library– 01785 278369
    Visits: Brocton – Monday 9.30 - 9.45 a.m. fortnightly.
Christian Audio Magazine– 
    hannah Morris – info@thebeaconchurch.com
CHARITIES
Bible Society– 
    Vacancy
Children’s Society– 
    Brocton: 
    Baswich and Walton:
Christian Aid:
Samaritans: Dial 243333 if in despair










